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Why Not Have a National Due? I 



The difficulties which some chapters 
have had from time to time, to meet 
the National Budget, has raised a prob- 
lem which must be solved sooner or 
later. It is hoped that the following 
suggestion may be of some assistance 
in meeting this situation. 

If we are really a National organiza- 
tion, why should not each member have 
a more concrete connection with Na- 
tional Phi Delta Kappa? 

First. Why should he not bear an 
equal share of the National expenses 
with every other member of the Na- 
tional Fraternity? These national ex- 
penses should include all expenses nec- 
essary to the meeting of the respective 
members of the National Council ; and 
all other expenses that are obviously 
national rather than local. 

Second. Is he not entitled to all the 
benefits of the fraternity that are na- 
tional in character? For example, he 
has a right to know who is who is 
every chapter. That is, he is entitled 
to a copy of the National Directory, 
one at least as complete as that pub- 
lished by the National Education As- 
sociation. He has a right to know at 
all times what is going on in the va- 
rious chapters, and to know what his 
National Executive Committee is do- 
ing. He is entitled to a full report of 
the meeting of the National Council, 
and to receive it early after the close 
of the meeting. The most efficient way 
of providing him with this information 
is through the National Magazine. 

Brother Subscriber, as you read this, 
do you realize that if all were to pay 
to the National Treasurer annually the 



price of the present National News Let- 
ter, we could do ^11 the following? 

First. Pay the traveling expenses 
of delegates to the National Council 
Meeting (provided it were held only 
biennially) and all other necessary ex- 
penses of the National Council. Sec- 
ond. Pay for a free copy, for each 
member, of (a). National Constitu- 
tion and By-Laws; (b). National Di- 
rectory, as complete as that outlined by 
Brother Houser; (c). National News 
Letter, four numbers a year, as large 
as the November, 1915, number. 

Is this worth striving for? If so, 
take it up with your Chapter and have 
your delegate to the National Council. 
Meeting instructed accordingly. 

It might be argued that some mem- 
bers would not pay this due. Suppose 
they would not. Then why should 
such be embarrassed by being contin- 
ued on the roll as Phi Delta Kappa 
men, after having indicated otherwise 
by voluntarily dropping out of the 
ranks ? 

But it is probable that few brothers, 
who stay in the profession of education, 
would permit themselves to drop out 
of the Fraternity. For, in such a rap- 
idly-growing organization, each year 
will bring with it a greater incentive 
for the live, wide-awake schoolman to 
remain a member of it. 

As Managing Editor of the News 
Letter, we may be tearing the shingles 
off our own roof by advocating a Na- 
tional due, which would provide for the 
publishing of a National Magazine. 
But the welfare of the Fraternity is 
paramount to that of any individual. 
If in such reorganization plan as above 
suggested, the mantle should pass 
from us to another, better qualified to 
serve the Fraternity, we shall bid him 
godspeed. 

Abel J. McAllister. 



